
All of the schools in the District School Board of Niagara will be 
celebrating Education Week from April 11th-15th.  The theme this year 
is “Celebrating Community Partnerships”.  At Central School we are 
pleased to have a partnership with Kilean Lodge and Maplecrest 
Retirement Home.  Our grade 7 and 8 students work with the seniors at 
both residences each Monday afternoon. We are also pleased to work 
closely with Big Brothers and Big Sisters. Through this organization we 
have many mentors working with students in our school.  Over the 
years we have also appreciated the support of Jordan’s Greenhouses. 
We thank the Jordan family for providing trees and plants for the 
outdoor classroom and our school yard.  The support of our community 
is important to the staff and students at Central School. Please check the 
April calendar and join us for the special events planned at our school.  
Our talent show is scheduled for May 5th.  Mark that date on your 
calendar. 

    Mrs. N. Hardyman ~ Principal 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

SECRETARIES’ DAY AT CENTRAL 

April 27th has been designated as a day to recognize the value and importance of 
our secretaries.  At Central we are very lucky to have two excellent secretaries.  
Mrs. Wilson is our full time secretary and Ms. Bertrim is at Central each morning. 

The staff and students would like to take this opportunity to thank our secretaries 
for everything they do for us every day.  They face a multitude of requests from 
staff and students every day.  They are the friendly voices who answer the phones, 
respond to parental requests, take care of sick children, manage a wide range of 
office duties, arrange buses, prepare letters, reports, and newsletters - the list goes 
on and on and their duties are endless.   

We appreciate our secretaries Mrs. Wilson and Ms. Bertrim!! 
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TALENT SHOW  

Auditions are underway for 
the Annual Central School 
Talent Show.  This year we 
will have 2 performances.  An 
afternoon performance will be held on 
May 5th at 2:00 pm for the Central 
students and any family members who 
are not able to attend in the evening.  

An evening performance 
will be held at 6:30pm.  
Come and enjoy the 
talents of our C-Hawks!�

OFFICE UPDATE & COMMUNITY NEWS 
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EQAO TESTING 
The EQAO testing for our grade 3 and 6 students will take place during the time period of 

May 31st to June 11th. 

Please avoid making any dentist or doctor appointments during that time.   
We appreciate your support with this request. 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

Central School is still accepting kindergarten 
registrations for September 2011. 

If you have or know of a child that is turning 4 
by Dec 31st, 2011, 
please drop by the 
school and pick up the 
registration forms at the 
office. 

We were excited to 
receive the news that Central will have the 

full day Early Learning Program for 
September 2012! 

NIAGARA ELEMENTARY 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

PROGRAM 

Would you like to learn  to play a 
musical instrument?  Niagara 
Elementary Instrumental Music 
will be visiting schools in April to 
provide a demonstration and 
information session to all students 
in grades 3 to 7.  Stay tuned for 
more information.                                          

SILVER WISHES FOR 
WEST LINCOLN 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

Thank you to everyone in our 
community who 
supported the Silver 
Wishes campaign for 
West Lincoln 
Memorial Hospital.  
Mrs. Richmond is 
busy counting the coins in order 
to give us the total amount 
collected.�

EARTH HOUR 

Under the leadership of our ECO Team, we 
celebrated Earth Hour on Friday, March 25th. 
Mr. Digweed led a brief assembly to explain 
the significance of Earth Hour. We followed 
this with an hour without energy use in our school. Thank 
you to our ECO Team and Mr. Digweed. We are looking 
forward to celebrating Earth Day on April 21st. 

SCHOOL YARD 

This spring the front yard will be graded and grass planted.  This follows the removal of the playground 
equipment which was damaged last year.  Our playground in the backyard is ready for our students to enjoy 
now that the warmer weather is almost here. 

CENTRAL SCHOOL CHESS TEAM  

The following students participated in the Area 3 Chess Tournament (along with 17 other 
schools) at Grand Avenue School on March 9th: Connor MacDonald, Griffin Owen, Sophie 
Horton, Olivia Ingram, James Duncan, Jared VanSoelen, Chamsie Loum, Noah Ferguson,    
Rachel McCleary, Chris Loum, Hanna Puffer, Dylan Bajic, Lucas Penny and Jennifer         
MacIntyre.  Special mention to Connor, Chris and Dylan who won first place in their pools and came home 
with a medal.  Thank you to our coaches: Mrs. Meldrum and Miss Wainwright  



HOUSE LEAGUES/INTRAMURALS 

The primary Cosom hockey schedule has been completed. The White team finished in 1st place. 

Congratulations to all participants.  Thank you to our grade 7 and 8 captains. 

Junior students have been playing GaGa dodgeball during fitness breaks.  Mr. Nicholls is currently 
organizing an intramural for our grade 7&8 students. 

SPORTS �������

JUNIOR BASKETBALL  

Junior basketball is underway.  At this point in the season our girls have a 2 loss record and the boys basketball 
team has a 2 win record.  Congratulations to our teams as they continue to learn the game of basketball.  

Thank you to Mr. Huebert and Mrs. Drummond for coaching our teams.  Thank you to all the parents for their 
support as drivers and cheerleaders. 

INTERMEDIATE GIRLS BASKETBALL  

We are thrilled to announce that our Interme-
diate girls’ basketball team is the champion of 
the District School Board of Niagara.  Our 
team defeated Prince Phillip School in Niag-
ara Falls to win the championship.  Our C-
Hawks are also the Area 3 champions.  Con-
gratulations to our team:  Nicole, Lily, Tristin, 
Laura, Shannon, Melanie, Kaitlin, Andrea, 
Kendall, Megan, Ceara and Olivia.  We also 
thank our coach Miss Johnson.  Our girls be-
lieved in themselves and demonstrated team 
spirit and commitment to the game of basket-
ball.  Way to go C-Hawks!! 

CENTRAL CHEERLEADERS  

Congratulations to the Central Cheerleaders who placed 1st in their division at the competition held at the Her-
shey Centre in Mississauga on February 26th.  We are very proud of the achievements of our team.  A huge 
“thank you” to Coral Mason who has coached our cheerleading team for a number of years.  We appreciate the 
time and energy she has dedicated to our cheerleaders. 

A special “thank you” to our high school coaches who have helped our team: Kristen Moore, Eden Wagner, 
Amanda Melitzer, Hannah Barton and Karle Renaud. 

Central Cheerleaders - Sierra VanSoelen, Sydney Gill, Melanie Kuras (Coomber), Megan Hollingsworth, 
Summer Halladay, Chelsea Struiksma, Amanda Melitzer, Summer Korhammer, Kallie Francalanza, Jessica 
Abell, Rachel Groothedde, Taylor Laister, Andrea Wasyleczko, Emily Sproston, Laura Roppel, Nina Robin-
son and Kendall Fraser. 

BALL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT  

The ball hockey tournament which was cancelled in early March has been rescheduled to May 
14th. The following students have been selected to represent Central: Mac Uhler, Zac Campbell, 
Olivia Garr, Cole Miller, Kevin Herale, Liam Dunda, Rob Spencer, Christian Scotland, Daniel 
Scotland, Geoff Stone, Kendall Fraser, Brady Cranwell, Brendan Watson, Brendan Saigeon, 
Laura Kowaleski, Ryan Quanz, Liam Pollock, Jacob Page 

Coaches - Mr. Nicholls and Mr. Tempest Best of luck to our team!! 
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MARCH C-HAWK AWARDS 
Thomas Lachapelle 

Jasmine Bernard 

Bronwyn Lewis 

Victoria Blanchette 

Avery Coldwell 

Matthew Crooks 

Alex McNiven 

Max Hall 

Connor MacDonald 

Wylie Walters 

Chloe Konkle 

Emily McCleary 

Caleb Bentley 

Dylan Jones 

Justice Dumoulin 

Rachel McCleary 

Chamsie Loum 

Maddie Pidsadny 

Carter Taylor 

Sara Schuyler 

Steven Cutler 

Nick Clark 

Summer Halladay 

Connor McGarry 

Sydney Gill 

Jacob Smith 

Ricky Durst 

Tucker McSwain 

Trevor Potten 

Daniel Panteleev 

Kallie Francalanza 

Haley Groom 

Noah Badgerow 

Ben Henderson 

Tinelle Paolini 

Kenna Roberts 

Tim Groom 

Jesse Vanderwal 

Georgina Dremetsikas 

Brendan Gratton 

Korin Visca 

Katia Sutherland 

Zac Campbell 

Shannah Lima 

Hilary Phelps 

CENTRAL’S FAMILY LITERACY NIGHT AND SCHOLASTIIC BOO K FAIR  

A note from your school librarians (Mrs. Grayson and Mrs. Salierno): 

On Tuesday, March 1st, Central students, parents and staff came out in record numbers to “Play for Literacy” 
at this year’s fun-filled Family Literacy Night. With the hotdogs, book fair, games, prizes, scavenger hunt, 
wacky web tales, and even a surprise appearance from Clifford the Big Red Dog, everyone who attended had a 
memorable time.  The message was clear … literacy is more than just curling up with a good book; it’s an inte-
gral part of early every activity that makes up a persons day-to-day life whether it be following a recipe or 
reading a computer screen. 

We wish to say a special “thank you” to those parents, staff members, and intermediate students who volun-
teered their time to run the various stations during the literacy night. We couldn't have done it without you!  
Also, to those parents and students who made an extra effort to come out and work at the book fair during that 
first week of March, whether it was setting up, tearing down, or “minding the store”, we truly appreciate your 
interest and support.  All in all, our school library gained over $1,000.000 in free books from the fair!  Way to 
go Central C-Hawks!! 

Left - Sierra VanSoelen, 
Brianne Paton, Katrine 
Stephens and Summer Kor-
hammer give Clifford the 
Big Red Dog a welcoming 
hug. 

 

Right - Mrs. Grayson wel-
comes the Bozich Family 
to Family Literacy Night 



April is Oral Health Month 
Although preventable, cavities are the most common chronic disease of children aged 6 to 19 
years.  Cavities lead to difficulties sleeping, decreased school attendance, pain, discomfort, 
and infection.  Fluoride is not added into our water supply.  Therefore, it is recommended that 
all residents brush their teeth twice daily with fluoridated toothpaste to prevent cavities. 

Children three to six years of age should be assisted with brushing their teeth by an adult 
using a pea-sized portion of fluoridated toothpaste until they can tie their own shoe 
laces.   

Regular flossing is the single most important thing you can do to prevent gum disease.  
Most children will need help flossing until they are about 8 to 10 years old. 

Niagara Region Public Health has two programs to assist children and youth with no insur-
ance, in getting the dental health care they need.  For more information please call the Public 
Health Dental Program at 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7399. 

This year’s theme is 
"Celebrating Community Partnerships". 

 
There will be a full schedule of Education Week activities posted 

on our website soon. 

E D U C A T I O N   W E E K   2 0 1 1 



DSBN Road Race 
Sunday, April 17th 

The DSBN Road Race has been 
adopted by the Education 
Foundation of Niagara. Over 1000 
runners start at the DSBN 
Education Centre and participate 
in this fun family activity. There is 
a 1 km fun run and a 5 km road 
race. Participation and volunteer 
forms are available in the office. 
You can also visit 
www.dsbnroadrace.com for more 
information and links to the 
participation forms. Central staff 
and students are organizing a 
team. 

 

EASTER GIFT BASKETS 

Again this year “Heatherbel’s” is donating a 
gift basket to help raise money for Central 

School.   

Tickets will be sold at each nutrition break out-
side the office for $.50 cents each or 3 for $1.00.  

This basket has been donated by Heather 
Thibeault who owns Heatherbel’s.  Heather is a 
part-time caretaker here at Central School and 

we appreciate her donation. 

Please take the time to visit her website and see 
all the lovely gift baskets and home décor items 

that Heather creates.   

Heather’s business is here in Grimsby between 
Fifty Rd. and Casablanca Rd.  Visit her show-

room to see many of the gift items you can 
choose from. 

Heather Thibeault - - Heatherbel’s 

905-643-9896 - - heatherbels.ca 

Check out the new retailers 
on Fundscrip! 

There have been lots of recent additions on the Fundscrip 
website.  Now you can get gift cards for Gymboree, Boston 
Pizza and Suzy Shier, as well as all the other great stores 
and restaurants that were already available through this ter-
rific program. 
How does it work again?   
You purchase gift cards on the Fundscrip website, and 
Fundscrip pays the school a percentage of every card pur-
chased.  You can use the cards at the retailer’s store or 
online instead of cash or a credit card.  The cards are exactly 
the same as those that come directly from the retailer, and 
there is no extra cost to you.  Our supporters use the cards to 
buy groceries, gas, food and clothes, or give them away as 
gifts.  So far, without buying anything that we wouldn’t 
have bought anyway, we have made over $850 for our 
school! 
Sign me up! 
Register online at www.fundscrip.com , using our invitation 
code:  7VFBV2.  While you are there, download an EFT 
form to make payment faster and easier.  Orders can be 
placed online any time you like, and will be processed on 
Thursdays.  Your gift cards can then be picked up in the 
office the following Wednesday.   
Questions?   
Contact Sarah Rangaratnam at sarah@rangaratnam.com 



��
���������
���������� �

�����������	
��
��
������

��������
�������
������� �����������������
�������
��������
����
������
��������������������
����������������������
 �

����
�����	����
����
��������������
���
�������
�
	�����
����������
���

	������


���������
		���� �����
����
������������
�����������
�
�
����
�
�����

������������
������������
��������
���
��� �������
��������
�����
���
���
��
���� �

�

!�"#�$!
����
�����
�%
�������& ���
	�����
�
'
������������
�!���

�
��� ((���������
��(�
���
����
( ��

�

$����
�!��& �������))��


��� ((��������
������(���(����*��
� �

�

��"����
�������
���������


��� ((��������
����
��( �

�

+���
�������, �������-.�)/��


��� ((��������
������(0���,1����(��+23%'�
2#4)5���6��������
�	� �

�

7������
���!�"#������
�	���������������������%
		�� ������������8� ���������
��(���( �9��
��
�����
	��
���
���
���
����������������

Math Games are a wonderful way to engage children, yet we must be careful that they are helping children learn effec-
tively. Some questions that might help you determine the value of a math game follow: 

· Is there variety in the mathematical tasks? If you play the same game over, will you be asked different ques-
tions? Are there different pathways to the end? 

· Is there a combination of chance and choice in the game? That is, are there both a random component (rolling a 
dice, drawing a card) and an opportunity to make a decision? 

· Is the competition positive and non-threatening? 

· If a player gets stuck, are there hints? 

· Is there a way to track student progress? 

· Does the child feel empowered and in control?  In other words, do decisions have clear outcomes? 

· Was clear feedback provided during each turn? Was the scoring clear? 

· Does the game encourage social play? The three C’s of game playing are: competition, collaboration, and com-
munication. Even one-player games can spark rich discussion of strategy. 

Some Good Online Games  

Deep Sea Duel (P/J/I) http://illuminations.nctm.org/ActivityDetail.aspx?ID=207 

Number Twins (P) http://www.coolmath-games.com/0-number-twins/index.html  

Rock-n-Roll Road trip (J/I) http://www.stem.aetn.org/ 

Dreambox (15 day free trial) (P) http://www.dreambox.com/ca/parent-subscriptions 
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NONFICTION READING: HOW FAMILIES CAN HELP  

Literacy development requires a partnership between home, school and community.  Since nonfiction text is 
one of the most effective tools for developing reading skills, it is essential that children have ample 
opportunities at school, in the community, and at home to read a variety of nonfiction.   

 

When reading nonfiction texts, what are some ways families can build literacy 
skills?  

 

Tip #1 - Help your child understand what he or she reads using 
comprehension strategies such as: 

· asking questions while reading to help your child provide detail and to 
organize thoughts 

· determining important points from interesting details 

· making connections to things he or she already knows  

· reading “between the lines” and 

· discovering meaning that is not stated outright 

 

Tip #2 - Talk with your child by:  

· having your child retell the main parts of the text  

· encouraging him or her to express and justify opinions and  

· showing interest in what your child is saying by being a good listener 

 

Tip #3 - Make reading enjoyable by: 

· making sure that you have a variety of books, magazines and other nonfiction reading materials on hand 
and  

· browsing together in libraries and bookstores looking at the graphic features in reading materials (e.g., 
photos, illustrations and charts) and identifying how they are used and what their purposes are 

 

Many children like to read materials such as: 

· stories that reflect their image of themselves  

· articles about their heros 

· information on science and nature  

· song lyrics or scripts that appeal to their musical and artistic tastes 

· newspapers and magazines 

· materials with both print and pictures (e.g., baseball cards) 

· things they can read with others (e.g., game scores) 

· books or articles that contain powerful ideas about our world 

(Adapted from Helping Your Child With Reading and Writing: A Guide for Parents from the Ministry of Education) 




